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the Bad, of Navarre, who had been a veritable thorn
in the side of Philip VI., was arrested and imprisoned,
and his followers threw themselves into the arms of
England. Encouraged by this accession of strength,
Edward made a great effort In addition to rein-
forcing the Montfort party in Brittany, he placed two
armies in the field. In person he began to advance
from Calais towards Paris, but he was recalled by the
news that the Scotch had taken Berwick, and were
ravaging the northern counties. On the other hand,
the Black Prince, starting from Guienne, traversed
Southern France to Carcassonne and Narbonne.
Hitherto the fertile lands of Languedoc had escaped
attack, but now they were wasted with fire and sword.
The English army, which was largely composed of
mercenaries, was almost mutinous for want of pay,
and was given full leave to pillage in all directions.
There was no force in the district capable of offering
any opposition. The Black Prince returned to
Bordeaux, laden with spoil and the curses of the
unhappy inhabitants (1355). The wanton cruelty of
his proceedings left a lasting impression, all the more
vivid because war had been unknown in that country
for many years, and the desire for revenge which
his ravages inspired had no small share in causing
the ultimate national uprising against the English
invaders.

At the same time and in the same way Edward
himself ravaged Southern Scotland. The Scotch had
allied with France, and had invaded England at the
moment of the campaign of Crecy. The battle of
Neville's Cross, where King David was taken prisoner